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  NEWS RELEASE


HUMBER NIGHT CHALLENGE O8 POSTPONED

The Tribune Trust 2nd Humber Night Challenge event due to be held over the night of 16 February 2008 has been postponed for this year.

Plans were at an advanced stage for 600 young people aged 14. /19 years in teams of five to orienteer through 3 North Lincolnshire woodlands overnight in the middle of winter carrying out tasks at 24 check points, 8 in each woodland sector.

The competition which had the support of the Directors of Children’s Services in the East Riding, Hull, North and North East Lincolnshire was jointly planned by the Tribune Trust whose members funded it, Heads of Youth Service, Scout Movement, 8 Rotary clubs and St John Ambulance.

Almost three hundred volunteers had been recruited to staff the H/Q of the event, Communications Centre, three sector controls in the woodlands, safety and First Aid teams. Planning had been intense in accordance with the comprehensive risk assessment.

For the competition to be successful and rewarding for the competing teams and volunteer staff up to 120 teams were required to compete. This could have been reduced to 105 for a 2 woodland event but any less than would not have been viable.

The event was widely publicised in the media and via circulations to schools, youth organisations, further educations establishments and community groups with special appeals to head teachers and youth leaders. 

By the closing date for entries only 76 teams had entered or expressed an interest. The experience of the 2007 Night Challenge indicates that around 20 of those teams would withdraw leaving less than 300 young people to compete. Such low numbers would have made it difficult for volunteers operating deep in isolated woodlands for a 14-hour period. It would have been less of a challenge for the young people who did enter hence the difficult but necessary decision to postpone the event for this year.

Members of the Planning Group and trustees of the Tribune Trust are satisfied that young people want and need events of this nature. Unfortunately it was not promoted with sufficient enthusiasm by schools and some statutory youth organisations. This is a matter of regret as Night Challenge is unique and meets the five key outcomes of national and local policies for young people in accordance with ‘Every Child Matters’. It is particularly disappointing for those young people who did enter including some from community projects in areas of deprivation. The Tribune Trust is looking at what smaller events can be considered for those very committed young people who want that type of experience.

A questionnaire is being sent to head teachers and chairs of governing bodies to ascertain if there would be support for Night Challenge in the future in an effort to understand why it was not strongly promoted. Various reasons have already been given namely, communication in schools, other initiatives in education, concentration on the core curriculum and concerns over risk.

The Trust cannot comment on education matters but the concerns over risk should not have arisen. A very experienced team in accordance with a Gold, Silver and Bronze Command and Control system had meticulously planned the event. 

The sponsors and organisers believe strongly that risk should not be avoided for young people but very carefully managed.

The postponement of the event coincides with a National Ofsted Report indicating that the study of geography is in decline because of limited field trips because of an over emphasis on health and safety concerns. Night Challenge takes young people away from their immediate environment, develops map-reading skills with a compass, It promotes self-esteem and teamwork allowing them to meet other teams in difficult and challenging conditions.

Geoff Ogden, Director of the Tribune Trust and ‘Gold’ controller of the event said, “ We regret that the event has had to be postponed. We are very disappointed about the very poor response from schools and some statutory youth organisations. There is no other event in the region where the Tribune Trust, four local authorities, Scout movement, 8 Rotary Clubs and St John Ambulance work so closely together for an 8 month period to plan an event for young people. It is significant that all those involved in the planning and others who would have been helping are volunteers with very busy lives. They and the teams that did enter have been let down”.
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