THE HIGH SHERIFFS’ & HUMBERSIDE POLICE TRIBUNE TRUST

NEWS RELEASE

‘TRUST FUNDS YOUTH FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT’

150 young people from Beverley, Goole and Hull will compete in the 2nd Tribune Trust Football Annual Youth Football Tournament at the Kingston Communications Stadium floodlit Astroturf Gemtec Arena, Hull between noon and 4.0 pm on Sunday 12 August 2007.

Players in the tournament come from estates and areas of the East Riding and Hull where there are limited opportunities for sport often linked to high levels of crime, drug and alcohol misuse and reluctance by the business community to invest and create employment.

Whilst there are good floodlit and Astroturf facilities throughout the region these were rarely made available to youngsters whose families are in the low-income bracket or indeed to young people who have started to drift into crime and drugs. Through the work of the Tribune Trust, local authorities and Humber Sports Partnership this is no longer the case and the Tournament will celebrate that success.

The successful Grass Roots Sports Programme in Hull, Futures Through Football project in Northern Hull and the Positive Futures programme in the East Riding are now well established. Teams from these programmes will be competing in games for young people aged 10 to 13, 14 to 16 and 16 to 19 years of age.

15 teams of 7 players (3 subs) will play ten-minute games throughout the competition with a rapid and structured turnaround between matches started by the sounding of an air horn. Football Association Rules will apply and every player will receive a Tribune Trust Tournament medal for competing with awards for ‘fair play’ runners up and winning teams in each age group.

Many young people involved in the Tournament have themselves qualified as coaches or referees and will be assisting with the competition.

At the end of the competition the Chairman of the High Sheriffs and Humberside Police Tribune Trust Mr Hugh Bethell will present trophies.

Geoff Ogden, Director of the Trust said, “ This is much more than a football tournament. It demonstrates the value and power and sport, teamwork and working together to tackle many of the problems reported in communities and not giving up on young people”.

Over the last year the Trust, which exists to improve the quality of life in the Humber Region and create a positive image for business and residential communities, has provided financial and other assistance to 16 projects unlocking from other funding streams £1.9 million.

There will be photo opportunities during the Tournament and at the presentation of awards at 4.30 pm.   -  See photographs
For information about the Tribune Trust contact the Director Geoff Ogden on telephone number 01482 334833/ Mobile 07745817563 or via email ogden@hobson341.karoo.co.uk Visit the website www.tribunetrust.org 
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