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News Release

For Immediate Release: Wednesday 31st January 2007

Bransholme Enterprises celebrates a BELTER of a Lottery windfall!

Hundreds of adults and young people in Bransholme and across Hull are set to benefit from a major Lottery windfall announced today.

Bransholme Enterprises has secured major Lottery funding over the next five years to develop their Champion’s Allotment project into the Bransholme Ecological Learning, Training and Education Resource Centre – BELTER Centre. The grant, from the Reaching Communities fund, totalling £488,788 over the five years will enable staff to be employed in order to run training courses for adults and young people furthest from the employment market.

Many groups will be able to access structured courses in a non-pressurised environment such as people that have been unemployed for a long time or people that have been on incapacity benefit but are ready to think about returning to work, individuals with learning difficulties, those with mental health problems and of course young people will also be able to access courses. Dr Sam Linton, Manager of Bransholme Enterprises, explains “The allotment site on Noddle Hill Way is a fantastic resource where we are able to deliver learning opportunities in a structured but non-pressured way. People will be able to come along and learn land-based skills; how to use tools properly such as how to dig with a spade so you don’t hurt your back and what to grow at different times of the year. Young people will also be able to participate in accredited ASDAN programmes, these are modular, vocational programmes that add up to GCSE equivalent qualifications.

The Lottery grant gives us a wonderful opportunity to develop activities and facilities on the site enabling hundreds of local people to access the opportunities and improve their life chances. Apart from the physical skills that will be taught, participants will be able to improve their social skills and increase their self-esteem by achieving their first steps towards employment and/or further education. The grant award is a real tribute to all the hard work of the project staff, Steve Tuck and Jayne Patrick, and to all of the volunteers and supporters that have been involved over the past two years.”

Councillor Anita Harrison (Bransholme East) said “The Lottery grant is absolutely fantastic news for the Bransholme neighbourhood. It will give a huge helping hand to an already active and buzzing community allowing those most in need to benefit”.

Over the last two years the Champion’s Allotment project has seen nearly 500 people from the local community and across the city participate in activities on the site ranging from seed planting and building compost bins to using graffiti art to brighten up a tool store. Many of these individuals have returned to the site several times to take part in different activities or just enjoy the peace and open air. The Lottery funding will allow the project to work with around 2000 people over the five years.

Area Director, Gwen Lunn said “I am absolutely delighted with the news which will enable valuable and very necessary work to be done within our community. North Carr has a bright future ahead and the tremendous commitment and drive of organisations such as Bransholme Enterprises will help to make that future a reality”
Geoff Ogden, Director of the High Sheriff’s Tribune Trust, a supporter of the project said “Having supported the allotments project during its modest beginnings the trustees are delighted with the lottery award. The facilities are widely used by all sections of the community in an area of Hull not as fortunate as others for investment. The success of the bid reflects the hard work of many people not least Bransholme Enterprises staff and many volunteers”
Many young people have been involved with the allotments for the past two years. One 12-year-old young man who has taken part in events, said “I love being on the allotments, building, digging, chatting and I enjoyed the spray painting we did”.

The project has been supported in the past by many different organisations and agencies both financially and with practical help and Bransholme Enterprises is very grateful for all of their support which has enabled the project to flourish and develop into the BELTER Centre.

Notes for Editors: 

1. Bransholme Enterprises is a social enterprise, not-for-profit company with an environmental focus working on the Bransholme Estate in Hull.

2. For further information on the High Sheriff’s Tribune Trust, please contact Geoff Ogden, Director, on 01482-334833, E Ogden@hobson341.karoo.co.uk 

3. Further information - please contact Sam Linton, Enterprise Manager, Bransholme Enterprises, BeSPoKe Centre, Zeals Garth, Bransholme, Hull HU7 4WD, Tel. 01482-821467, Mbl 07970 779 949, E sam@bransholme-enterprises.co.uk, W www.bransholme-enterprises.co.uk 
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Bransholme Green Enterprise & Training Development Co Ltd T/A Bransholme Enterprises is a ‘beyond profit’ company limited by guarantee. Registered in England. Company no 4329726.
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