THE HIGH SHERIFFS’ & HUMBERSIDE POLICE TRIBUNE TRUST



        NEWS RELEASE

‘Support and Drama for Vulnerable Young Victim Project’

The Chairman of the Tribune Trust, Hugh Bethell and Director Geoff Ogden will present a Grant Award of £2,500 to the CARE project (Children At Risk Of  Exploitation) a programme run by the Sexual Health Charity, Corner House, Yorkshire at 2.0 pm on Thursday 29 September, 2011 at Hull Truck Theatre when a hard hitting programme will be launched.
The award will fund the production of a play produced by the Creative Learning Team of Hull Truck Theatre, Hull, together with young people and the CARE Project worker.
During 2010 there was considerable national media attention to serious cases of sexual exploitation involving vulnerable young girls in the Midlands which in effect involved the local trafficking of girls and localised grooming. A number of men were prosecuted and imprisoned.

The National Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) was asked this year to conduct a Thematic Assessment of the phenomenon known as ‘localised grooming’. Victims were seen and all UK police forces and local safeguarding children boards were asked to submit returns and assessments about reports in their respective areas. Some did not respond and whilst some reported incidents many submitted nil returns. The research indicated that this did not reflect information from victims and general intelligence suggesting that ‘localised grooming’ and exploitation was common but hidden from services hence the title of the report ‘Out of Mind, Out of Sight’.
This was because offenders, often groups of young men deliberately created and exacerbated vulnerabilities that victims had, such as disengagement from their families, detachment from services and challenging behaviour in schools and the community. This is so they could retain exclusive control over the young person/victim.

It is clear that local grooming through social network sites or by other means leading to sexual exploitation occurs everywhere and particularly where other social problems are apparent with young people. 

The CEOP Report identified the need to improve education and support for young people at risk and raise the awareness of agencies in dealing with it as a safeguarding Children and Child Protection issue. The sexual exploitation of young people by single or groups of people is serious abuse.

Over the next few months the Creative Learning Team of Hull Truck Theatre will work carefully with a group of girls using information about the risks they have faced, together with actors to produce a documentary style drama about the extent of the problem and action that can be taken to deal with it  and pursue the perpetrators. This will be a significant piece of work involving 12 workshops with the final production performed at Hull Truck Theatre on 19 December 2011. 

This will be watched by young people and representatives of the appropriate agencies. It will be recorded on a DVD and copied for use in education and training situations.

The production will be called ‘Out of Mind, out of Sight’ and will reflect local aspects of these offences.

Geoff Ogden, Director of the Tribune Trust said, “One of the aims of the Trust is to support community based and led projects that support vulnerable victims. The grooming and sexual exploitation of young people in an age of social networking is a very serious and worrying issue. The sponsorship of the programme by the trustees will significantly raise the profile of it thus preventing offences and prosecuting offenders”
There will be restricted photo opportunities of the launch at Hull Truck Theatre. 

Further information about the national study by CEOP can be obtained from www.ceop.police.uk/Media-Press-releases 

Further information about the work of the Tribune Trust can be obtained from the Director – details below.
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