News Release: For immediate release

Ref: SLH/BSF/13/09

Date: 24 November 2009

Lord Mayor opens new catering facility in north Hull

Pupils and staff at Ashwell Pupil Referral Unit are enjoying cooking up a storm in their new state-of-the-art kitchen learning zone.

Hull’s Building Schools for the Future (BSF) team has jointly funded the facility along with Ashwell and was very pleased to welcome the Lord Mayor of Hull and Admiral of the Humber, Councillor Karen Woods to officially open the new kitchen.

Media Call

Date and time:         Thursday 26 November at 3.15pm

Venue:                                   North Carr Cuisine, Ashwell PRU, 

The kitchen is operated by a professionally trained Chef and offers the Hospitality and Catering City and Guilds course. It can be used by children at mainstream school but is also being used by children and young people with additional needs from both Tweendykes and Northcott special schools.

Six of the pupils are preparing all the catering for the opening event and along with the Chef, they will be meeting and greeting and serving refreshments to around 80 guests.

As well as the official opening by the Lord Mayor the event will also be attended by the Chairman of The High Sheriffs’ & Humberside Police Tribune Trust, Hugh Bethell, a former High Sheriff of the East Riding. He will present a grant award of £1,500 that will be used to help fund an independent living programme.

David Martin, BSF Project Director, said:

“This is a wonderful new facility for the children and young people of this community and we were delighted to be able to help support it. The BSF programme aims to transform learning and teaching across the city and I am pleased that this new kitchen will make a real difference to the young people who use it. I would also like to thank Jenny Downing, 14-19 Co-ordinator at Ashwell, who did a splendid job helping to make it happen!”

Geoff Ogden, Tribune Trust Director, said:

“This is the 2nd time that the Trust has supported projects at the Pupil Referral Unit and we are delighted to do so. The support that the unit and staff provide for young people with additional needs is brilliant in an often neglected area of education. The new facility will prepare students for the world of work”.

